[Chlamydia pneumoniae antibodies and other atherosclerosis risk factors in haemodialysed patients. Preliminary report].
Nowadays, it is considered that viral or bacterial infections can influence atherosclerosis development rate. One of them is infection by Chlamydia pneumoniae. The aim of the study was to assess the occurrence of anti-Chlamydia pneumoniae antibodies (AChPA) and their relationship with biochemical and clinical atherosclerosis risk factors in haemodialysed patients. There were 38 patients (24M, 14F) at the mean age 63.3 +/- 14.5 years, haemodialysed for 30.9 +/- 26.1 months. Previous Ch. Pneumoniae infection was assessed based on AchPA IgA and IgG concentrations determined using SIMPLE INDEX. The following risk factors for atherosclerosis were checked in the study group: total cholesterol. CRP and iPTH. AChPA indicative for Ch. pneumoniae infection in the past were detected in 28 patients (74%). The study group was divided into two subgroups; A- (n = 28 patients) with serological features of previous Ch. pneumoniae infection and B- (n = 10 patients) without serological features of Ch. pneumoniae infection. We found no statistical difference between the groups in the studied biochemical factors. We found no correlation between AChPA and other atherosclerosis risk factors. Our preliminary report does not confirm the prognostic value of AChPA presence as an atherosclerosis risk factor in haemodialysed patients.